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Abstract. There is no doubt to the fact that globalization has become a buzz word of our time and
has significantly impacted the whole world and Africa without exception. Despite it being a buzz word,
it has also become very confusing. Some people when asked to specify how they understand it, reply
with considerable hesitation, vagueness and inconsistency. However, whether one understands it or
not, the fact remains that globalization is real and it is impossible to avoid it, but we have to act. In
recent decades globalization has become a factor that obstructs nation-building process in the
developing world and Africa in particular. Increasing inequalities between social classes, ethnic
groups, regions and nations are on the rise while nations are becoming more powerless to solve these
problems. On the other hand, globalization will represent a golden opportunity for nation-building
process, if Africa manages to grab the opportunities presented.
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Introduction

Nation-building is an abstract process of developing a shared sense of identity or commu-
nity among the various groups making up the population of a particular state (Dinnen,
2006:1). It is a self-conscious production and dissemination of national consciousness and
sentiment of a felt sense of national identity. In many cases nation-building process is under-
taken by a small minority of intellectuals and state officials (Dinnen, 2006:1). It is basically
aimed at enabling a nation to be viable politically, economically as well as socially in the long
run.

The idea of nation-building is a continuous process which is very pertinent in Africa, and
equally important for developed countries. It is, however, very important to understand that
most nations have their unique circumstances and each one, throughout history, has built and
developed itself around certain distinguishing core characteristics. Among them, cultivation
of a national identity, establishment of institutions and laws of governance, citizen participa-
tion and economic emancipation have been common.

For the purpose of the current discussion, it is important to understand, as pointed out by
Scholte (2005:227), that a nation exhibits four key characteristics. First, a nation encompasses
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a large population, where its size is substantial enough that each member has a face-to face
contact with only a minor proportion of the total national group. They are distinguished from
small-scale affiliations like neighborhoods and traditional kinship circles whose members
have regularly direct interacted with one another. Second, a nation is distinguished as a form
of collective identity by attachment to a specific territorial homeland, which usually has larger
propositions than a district or a province. Third, a nation defines itself through an emphasis of
attributes that set it apart from other national groups. Each nation declares itself to be unique
on the basis of a specific difference. These distinguishing features may relate to language,
customs, sensibilities, art forms religion, race or more. Nationalists generally connect these
marks of distinction to a shared heritage in the past, a joint struggle in the present and/or
common destiny in the future. Fourth, nations are mutually constitutive. This means that they
do not arise autonomously, but through international relations. Thus, a nation identifies its
purportedly unique characteristics largely by drawing contrasts with other nations. In addi-
tion, nations have usually forged and sustained themselves in a good part through acts of col-
lective defense against external intrusions such as military attacks or colonial domination.

Nation-building is something that has been in existence for many years (Mukwedeya,
2016:6). At the beginning of the 21st century there were over 200 nation states that were rec-
ognized by the United Nations. In Africa the notion of real nation-building is not new; it is as
long as history itself. But for the purpose of clarity and understanding it can be traced back
from the time when colonial powers began leaving the continent. The process of nation-
building in Africa began as a result of peoples’ consciousness, a factor that was common eve-
rywhere in the world (Rejai and Enloe (1969: 140) in Mukwedeya, 2016:9) . The objective of
nation-building everywhere in the world is to bring together heterogeneous population under a
common and collective banner of the nation-state. In this process it is hoped that a distinct
identity would evolve and that the population would with the nation.

Nation-building in Africa

Since independence Africa has been involved in building their nation after a long period
of colonialism that shattered the hopes and aspirations of African people (Bandyopadhyay and
Green (2013: 109). Nation-building is expected to establish the climate and mechanisms for
economic development for the whole nation. It is worth mentioning that the process of nation-
building can only be internally generated and led; it cannot be achieved by the outside forces.
This, however, does not mean that we cannot learn from others about the initiatives they have
taken and are taking in building their nations.

The post-colonial states in Africa are an alien implantation. This means that they were
created through colonization without the consideration of the diverse identities and the need
for cultural integration, e.g. it was common to have borders separating a cohesive group of
people. That is why after the expulsion of the imperialist powers attempts were made to bring
closer societies that were separated by the colonial powers through the formation of new na-
tions of Africa.

Nation-building project was one of the most challenging and time-resource consuming,
and many tools and policies had to be used (Kessler, 2006: 44). Some of the most important
tools included the propagation of national language, promoting national unity by discouraging
divisiveness and the official use of symbols and slogans. The second was the establishment of
institutions and laws of governance, which formalize the relationship between the leaders and
citizens, and their expectation of service delivery. The third feature is the participation of citi-
zens in the governance process by choosing a system that serves them best, selecting their
leaders and playing an active role in the decision making process.

The process of nation-building during the early days of independence was done through
the use of various processes and policies. This process was driven by the desire to unify the
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newly independent states and engender development to uplift the African population that had
been oppressed under colonialism. Some of the mechanisms that were adopted to achieve that
were the adoption of a single national language to avoid political and cultural fragmentation
in the society. This was basically sought to evolve “a cultural system through establishing col-
lective meaning and identity for all envisaged members of society (Bogdangy et al, 2005:
579-613 in Rwegabo, 2016:7). Homogenization of the society at the time of independence
was necessary due to the division that existed before and after the attainment of independence.

The main purpose of language policy was to create conducive environment through which
the system of communication between the various social groups in the society is set, so that
they would easily understand each other (Green, (2011) in Mukwedeya, 2016: 9). At this time
the selection of national language that could be spoken by all ethnic groups in the country was
very important as identity differences, whether based on religion, ethnicity or race could have
encouraged ethnicity, or religion, intergroup suspicion, competition, and prejudice.

While the adoption of a national language was an inevitable aspect for creating common
national interest, the adoption of a clear political ideology as well as instituting a strong lead-
ership became an important tool through which legitimacy and nationhood could be attained.
This went hand in hand with the process of overhauling of local government institutions,
which were very powerful during colonial days. According to Miguel (2004:327-362), tradi-
tional rural authorities and customary tribal law, which were inherited from the colonial mas-
ters, had to be completely dismantled upon independence in order to create an environment,
which could help the new governments in Africa to run the newly created nations without any
interference from the local chiefs, who were mostly loyal to the former colonial powers. In
Tanzania, for example, in 1963 the African Chiefs Ordinance was repealed (Hayward (2013),
Mukwedeya, (2016). This significantly helped to bring people together, as tribal chiefs were
seen to be divisive based on their ethnic interests — something that was hampering the struggle
towards national unity.

In addition to that, African states attempted to reform their education system. The main
reason, why this became important, was that for over a century education systems in the colo-
nies were structured and provided purposely to serve the metropolis, where they served to en-
sure that colonial production was achieved with minimum cost. It was not an educational sys-
tem designed to give students confidence and pride as members of African societies, but
rather to instill a sense of deference towards all that was European.

As Rodney arguescolonial education meant “selecting a few Africans to participate in
the domination and exploitation of the continent as a whole. It was not an educational system
that grew out of the African environment or one that was designed to promote the most ra-
tional use of material and social resourée#fi many cases, colonial education divided the
Africans, because only a few got the chance, while the majority were left out, which created a
gap between the learned and those who did not get the chance. It also had the effect of under-
mining traditional societies: on the one hand, by introducing an individualistic euro-centric
value system that was alien to African communal mores and, on the other hand, by isolating
students from their local communities.

According to Woolman (2001:1), the relationship between education and national devel-
opment in Africa continues to be a question of critical concern in many countries after inde-
pendence. It had to function as an agency of cultural transmission as well as change. Sadly,
however, the colonial education did not meet that purpose. After the attainment of independ-
ence African governments started investing heavily in education expansion and diversification
by building more schools, both primary and secondary, technical colleges and universities.
This went hand in hand with the increase of enrollment, training skilled human resources and

1Rodney, W. (1972), How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, East African Educational Publishers Ltd, p. 240.
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increasing educational facilities. In some countries, which took a socialist path, such as Tan-
zania, all institutions that were owned by religious organizations were nationalized.

In the same vein, many African countries after independence radically attempted to
deemphasize sub-nation (ethnic) groups in public life. These moves were seen "as a step to
eliminate divisive and tribal forces which militated against national unity and progréss"
deal with religious pluralism and in order to encourage the formation of a national identity,
some African governments sought to mitigate the importance of religion for a person’s iden-
tity. There were other countries, however, which failed to bring national consensus because of
either weak leadership that took power after independence, or due to the fact that some lead-
ers were themselves tribalistic, as they inherently perpetuated the situation. This became so in
some countries such as Kenya, where the first president Jomo Kenyatta, who was from one of
the biggest tribes in the country, failed to reduce the dominance of the Kikuyu community and
thus, as time went on, the problem of tribalism started to gain strength. This was also true in
Rwanda, Burundi and Nigeria. In Nigeria, for exampglace the attainment of independence
in 1960, religion has been an instrument of political manipulation of the masses for the pursuit
of power and resources (Adebanwi, 2004 in Akipu and Edward, 2014:47). Since the 1990s,
Nigeria became increasingly divided along religious lines, and open confrontations via most
religious messages became fierce (Akipu and Edward, 2014:47).

The effect of failing to solve the problem of tribalism has created a serious unity chal-
lenge in many African countries. Tribal hatred in Nigeria in the 1960s, for example, triggered
the Biafra war, which claimed the lives of more than a million people (Harden, 1987). In
Uganda, animosities that were largely tribal led to the wholesale slaughter of about a quarter
million people during the rule of Idi Amin. After Amin, under Milton Obote, another 200,000
or more people, most of them members of an out-of-favor tribe, were killed (Harden, 1987).

Colonial rule produced profound changes in the way African peoples identified them-
selves. Unlike the pre-colonial ties of family, clan and lineage, ethnic identity became popular
during colonial rule. The assumption that all Africans must belong to a tribe conditioned vir-
tually every aspect by which colonial authorities administered their subjectthe=Banga-
nyika had to create tribes that functioned within the colonial framework. The influence of
European culture indelibly shaped the class that took over power after independence.

After independence, it was therefore very important that African culture is restored. Co-
lonialism with its western culture precariously contaminated the traditional values of the Afri-
can people. According to Arowolo (2010:2), African ways of doing things became primitive,
archaic and regrettably unacceptable in the public domain. Again, as it was argued by Mimiko
(2010:641-642), “the social fabric was completely devastated and a new culture of violence
was implanted. Traditional African systems of conflict resolution were destroyed and, in their
places, there were no replacements. The democratic process, rudimentary though it was, but
with great potential as accompanies every human institution, was brutally uprooted and re-
placed by the authoritarianism of colonialism”. In general, colonialism disrupted not only the
political organization and economic production of many African entities; but it also brought
forms of cultural alienation, invasion, and disorientation.

During the struggle for independence, African theater and cultural forms became ele-
ments of resistance and the struggle for independence (Puye, 1998). Songs, dances, and ritual
dramas mobilized people to understand and reject their colonial situation. After independence,
Africa was confronted with a challenge on how to have a true identity, a new culture that
would be African in nature. According to UNESCO (1974:23), governments of post-colonial

2 Mukwedeya, T. (2016), Nation Building in Africa: Lessons From Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa and Na-
mibia, Mandela Institute for Development Studies (MINDS), Youth Dialogue, 3-4 August 2016, Discussion Pa-
per, p 10-11 in Halloran, K. 2013. Then and Now: Engaging Religious Diversity in Tanzania. Berkley Centre for
Religion, Peace & World Affairs. Georgetown University.
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countries took various steps to decolonize the way of thinking and the outlook of their people,
to define the direction, the role and place of culture of their nations.

Historically political parties were seen by both governments and political thinkers like
Hume and Rousseau as factional and not conducive to nation-building (Przeworski, 2009 in
Bandyopadhyay and Green, 2013). After independence many African states adopted a one-
party system. One of reasons given to justify this was to reduce political factionalism. From
the 1960s through the 1980s, the belief that the one-party state was akin to the African tradi-
tional political system became a common reason to defend it. Aknirade (2000) claims that the
one-party system ensured stability within a democracy, that multipartism and democratization
are accompanied by struggle for power and division in the people among political party’s
lines. Therefore, monopartism was considered to be the most suitable system of government
for a modern African nation. Most often, proponents of a one-party state argue that the exis-
tence of separate parties runs counter to national unity, and because African countries were
still young, monopartism was the best system for them.

With regard to Tanzania’s success in this project, as Kessler (2006:43) pointed out, the
social, political, and economic policies adopted by the post-independence government created
a political culture that is largely responsible for Tanzania’s peace in almost six decades since
independence. A self-perpetuating set of norms, values, and institutions has fostered wide-
spread acceptance of national identity and rejection of political violence as being “un-
Tanzanian”.

Nation-building in the age of globalization

Globalization is a phenomenon whereby social relations become relatively delinked from
territorial geography, so that human lives are increasingly played out in the world as a single
village (Scholte, 2001:14-15). The term came into popular usage since the end of the cold war
(Reich, 1998:5). Yet the concept is full of ambiguities and has generated a great deal of de-
bate and controversy. Some countries are concerned and are taking it as a big problem, thus
missing the opportunities it is offering. However, it is probably more important to be clear
about the negative aspects of globalization and the fact that its benefits are unevenly shared
and its costs are unevenly distributed among and across countries. This is very true especially
when seen in the light of nation-building process in Africa.

Many scholars regard globalization as a force which will inevitably bring about the de-
cline of the current nations of the world (Held 1995 in Amaldas, 2009:982-1002), erosion
(Hall 1991:1) or the end (Ohmae 1995:13) of the nation state. As the argument goes, the proc-
ess of globalization in its various manifestations is increasingly undermining the territorial
boundedness, sovereignty and traditional role of the existing system of the modern nation-
state. Whereas some believe that globalization, in the sense of its negative impacts, has fos-
tered resurgence in emphasis on individual and national identities, others believe the impact to
be positive in nature. Cvetkovich and Kellner (1997) take a close look at the dichotomies cre-
ated between the global and the local, concluding that “it is a mistake to overlook focus on
one side in favour of exclusive concern with the other” (p. 1). They go on to state that “Our
challenge is to think through the relationship between the global and the local by observing
how global forces influence and even structure ever more local situations”

It is important to note, optimistically, that globalization offers opportunities which if well
utilized can significantly help the nation-building process in Africa. Probably one of the major
positive impacts of globalization on Africa is that it has enabled information availability,
which has again helped citizens to be aware of how other countries are governed as well as of
freedoms and rights of the people. This has therefore opened African countries to far greater
scrutiny than in the past, making it somewhat more difficult for African nations to get away
with blatant and excessive abuses of democratic governance and transparency. It has also
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helped to promote greater respect for human rights and has contributed to the development of
an African press as well as shaping Africa’s public administration.

Economic globalization offers the potential for economic growth through greater eco-
nomic openness, foreign direct investment and transfer of technologies (Bertucci and Alberti,
2001:5). Economic globalization has opened for African countries the doors to new markets
for export, attracting foreign capital which, in turn, enhances development. According to the
World Public Sector Report, (2001:17), evidence is strong that real GDP growth is related
mainly to domestic productivity growth, not to balance of trade or to productivity relative to
competitors. Moreover, social globalization has created greater social awareness of human
rights violations, child labour abuses and corruption. As mentioned above, the reduction in
transport and communication costs has provided people with new tools of information dis-
semination on human rights, democracy, poverty alleviation and transparency.

Despite these exciting possibilities, which are offered by globalization, it has, on the other
hand, ushered in unprecedented miseries especially when considering the question of nation-
building process in Africa. According to Majid (Majid, 2002:39), the process of globalization
undoubtedly contributes to the change and reduction of the scope of nation sovereign power.
The list of threats to nation sovereignty often includes global financial flows, multinational
corporations, global media empires, the Internet, government and non-governmental organiza-
tions. These are overstepping the authorities of nation states by promoting their universal
standards for everything, which, in turn, alters the scope of state authority.

Ever since the 1990s, it has become fashionable for corporations and world institutions to
make decisions that undermine the ability of national states to make their own decisions. Ac-
cording to Camilleri and Falk (1992), the International Monetary Fund with its structural ad-
justment programmes (SAPS) insists on certain conditions on its loans to a government,
namely: cut in public expenditure, subsidized welfare programmes and currency devaluation,
thereby monitoring the policy or performance of the economically weak nations. The impact
of SAPs on African nations, however, remains a matter of intense debate. The World Bank
(1994: 131-153) has claimed that adjustment is working in countries that followed its pre-
scriptions both in agricultural and industrial sectors, where Uganda and Ghana have been ex-
ceptional examples to point. Also the World Bank (2000:3-4) has argued that SAPs have sig-
nificantly helped to induce growth and reduce poverty in some African nations which suc-
cessfully implemented them. On the other hand, however, Heidhues et al., (2004) argues that
because of SAPs various sectors suffered and still suffers as a result of expenditure cuts on
public support for infrastructure, education, social services, as well as for research and exten-
sion. The rural areas, with their high proportion of poor people, were particularly hard hit by
SAP measures.

The implementation of SAP policies in Africa was something that was not the desire of
African people. It should therefore be clear that nations are responsible to their own people in
mobilizing the available resources to ensure that basic services are equitably provided for
their people. The process of globalization undoubtedly contributes to the change and the re-
duction of the scope of nation sovereign powers. With the advent of globalization what we are
witnessing is that major decisions that affect the welfare of people in African nations are
made by persons or institutions that tmeaway from Africa and not responsible to its peo-
ple. Consequently, the ability of nations to make their decisions is diminishing, and this is
very dangerous for building independent nations.

Another political aspect of globalization, as defined by Bryignthe focus on the global
structures and processes of rulemaking, problem solving, the maintenance of security and or-
der in the world system. This clearly undermines the characteristic of a nation’s sovereignty
in relation to having supreme legitimacy over politics within its state. Although these global

3 Brown, S. (1992), International Relations in a Changing Global system, Boulder, CO : Westview, p. 90.
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structures acknowledge the continuing centrality of the state and geopolitics, it does not give
them the authority to decline laws that are employed on them. Under condition of globaliza-
tion, nation states are increasingly embedded in worldwide webs of multilateral institutions
and multilateral politics from World Bank, International Monetary Fund and other interna-
tional institutions.

The dizzying rise of the “Gutenberg Galaxy” and recent development of electronic media
and the Internet have radically changed the world. As a consequence of this technological
revolution, we are now in the time of the electronic global village, in the phrase of Canadian
professor MacLuhan (Reljic, 2003 in Nikola, 2011:29). This means the end for time delay in
the diffusion of cultural contents. News does not spread faster, rather it is everywhere at the
same time. Satellite, global television networks and the Internet raise awareness of one world.
And with this, and as the process of globalization accelerates and deepens, national cultures
change. The technological revolution has made possible a global market in cultural models
and values, where a fruitful synthesis of the local and global can occur.

The most popular and controversial debates about globalization has to do with the rise of
global culture (Guillen, 2001). There are some schaldus agree that our world is witness-
ing the emergence of a world culture. According to Appadurai (1996:4, 21), “individuals and
groups seek to annex the global into their own practices of the modern”, and “consumption of
the mass media worldwide provokes resistance, irony, selectivity, and, in general, agency”.
On the other hand, Guillen (2001) and Leslie Sklair (1991) argue that under globalization we
are witnessing how a new “culture-ideology of consumerism — driven by symbols, images,
and an aesthetic of the lifestyles and self-image — has spread throughout the world and is hav-
ing some momentous effects including standardization of tastes and desires”.

Frankly speaking, | am quite skeptical of a singular “culture” to be adopted throughout
the world. | agree with Menenji's (1998:1) assertion that each culture has its own personality.
The fact that we are all human beings does not mean that we are all the same. To ignore this
would be destroying God's own beautiful rainbow made from the many colours of cultural
diversity. Culture is learned. This is the most common attribute. I, on the other hand, may
agree that, with the advent of globalization, we are witnessing a significant change in African
cultural values. In many ways globalization is contributing to the decline of local arts, Ngoma
and African dances.

African nations are also experiencing the decline of traditional ways of transmitting val-
ues, attitudes and norms to the youth. As Menen;ji (1998:3) and Smith (2000) argued, “today’s
children no longer sit around the fireplace in the evening to listen to stories that promote the
values of respect, integrity, peace and unity”. Instead, the television, actors from Hollywood
or Nollywood and famous musicians have become the teachers as well as the role models for
our children.

As | have argued, culture is learned and each society has its own way of doing that. The
learning process does not take place through natural inheritance; rather it takes place through
the process of absorption from the social environment. What is more disappointing in this age
of globalization, it's the fact that native languages, which are very important in learning Afri-
can cultures, are being undermined by foreign languages, such as English, since it is con-
ceived by many that speaking it is a sign of civilization. Also, due to microchip revolution,
our children have been exposed to such environment that dictates everything for them. The
microchip revolution is also becoming toxic to the culture of many African nations, as it car-
ries the culture of violence to the youths. Through watching violent movies youth learn that
violent acts are becoming a common thing.

The Internet, too, is not conducive to oral cultures. In these circumstances, some scholars
like Wurm (1996) argue that globalization can crush cultural diversity along with biological
diversity. For instance, up to half of the languages currently spoken by humanity are already
threatened with extinction, and some linguists have forecast that over 90 percent could die out
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during the 21st century. According to FATF (2004, in Scholte, 2005:285), the Internet has
proved a boon for many fraudsters and pedophiles.

Global finance has greatly enhanced opportunities for money laundering, which now
stands at levels equivalent to 2-5% of world GDP per annum (Scholte, 2005). Criminal ele-
ments have also often exploited transplanetary trade. Many gangs have dealt globally in re-
stricted goods, prohibited goods like illicit drugs, taxed goods, stolen goods and undocu-
mented migrants. Also, as a result of globalization, transworld criminal networks have figured
as a powerful form of global organization in contemporary history. All these are a threat to
nation peace, unity and stability. According to Ibrahim (2013:89), globalization has also en-
couraged illicit trade, prostitution, pornography, human smuggling, dumping of dangerous
waste and depletion of the environment by unscrupulous entrepreneurs. As a result of these
developments, Africa has become a victim.

In the globalization age the main engines of the economic system are the transnational
corporations, which set the unfair rules for the global economy to benefit them. The rules are
biased in favour of the rich and powerful nations as well as the multinationals. Kofman and
Youngs (2008) argue that, with globalization, nation states have been constrained both by
market forces and through the delegation of some governance functions to global organiza-
tions. As with this | argue that nation states are not responsible to the multinational or global
government but to their own citizens. Nations should be left to serve the people in their terri-
tories and should be left to make decisions for their people without interference as well as
choosing modalities on how to cooperate with other nations for the purpose of ensuring that
nation’s interests are achieved.

Also in economic sphere globalization is explained by Golpin as the integration of the
world economy, whilst Hirst describes it as the continued development of the international
system of commercial liberalism. This worldwide economic integration has significantly been
intensified due to the expansion of global commerce and finance. This expansion has been a
result of the emerging global market economy. This economic development seems to be one
of the positive developments; however, it has a great effect on national economies, especially
African nations whose economies are still struggling to catch up. In theory, it is able to insu-
late itself from the contagion effects of the turmoil in the world financial market. The eco-
nomic collapse in US in 2008, which began with the drop in stock shares of a company called
Lehman Brothers, affected many countries worldwide. This basically explains how the global
economy has a significant impact on local economies and the sovereignty of the nation states
as external forces affect individual nation states. With this situation, the Westphalian princi-
ples are in jeopardy.

Also, with globalization, there is a widespread concern for African countries for in-
migration and out-migration alike. According to the International Organization for Migration
(IOM), Africa has already lost one third of its human capital and is continuing to do so at an
increasing rate with an estimated 20,000 doctors, university lecturers, engineers and other
professionals since 1990 (Nwokoye, 2009). On the same vein, African nations spend a lot of
money to pay foreign expatriates, who come to the continent to do skilled works that could
have been done by Africans, who are leaving the continent. It is estimated that Africa spends
almost four million US dollars to pay these foreign expatriates (Nwokoye, 2009).

It is also very unfortunate that African nations spend a lot of money to fund education for
their people, but only to see them contributing to the growth of the economy of developed na-
tions of the North. This again contributes to increasing dependence on foreign. This in par-
ticular undermines efforts to build national capabilities. As with globalization, African nations
are experiencing massive in-migration of many people from other nations as a result of many
forces. This has again threatened nation-building, because the inflow of people disturbs na-
tion’s security as well as the budgets and, on the other hand, inflow migration threatens job
security and availability to the native citizens, which again is a political risk.
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The central reason for the rise of the nation state was the national security. The nation
state’s most important role is to protect its national borders and preserve the physical intact-
ness of national life. (Lakic, 2011:12). Contemporary security threats and challenges that are
in nature trans-national and largely a product of globalization (terrorism, organized crime,
proliferation of weapons, disease, environmental threats, drugs, pornography, international
corruption, etc.) have made nation states so vulnerable and interdependent, that they almost
no longer have a monopoly on individual troubleshooting. As the state is geographically lim-
ited and security threats come from non-state actors, security is increasingly sought through
regional organizations, and as soon as the state seeks assistance from outside the country, this
means that it is not capable of ensuring security any more (Lakic, 2011:13).

In addition, progress in information technology has facilitated the emergence and growth
of computer-based crimes, especially fraud. Indeed, global terrorism has figured as a promi-
nent source of insecurity since the 1970s. Terror politics are not new, insofar as various nation
states and non-state actors have long used campaign of fear, death, disruption and destruction
to promote their causes. However, intensified globalization has given terrorists new tools and
higher profile (Booth and Dunne, 2000, in Scholte, 2005:285). Global trade in weapons has
supplied many of the means for terrorist acts, while global finance has often channeled the
necessary funds. The development of science and technology also has significantly helped
individual terrorist units across the globe to exchange information and coordinate operations.
While new security challenges are emerging, the level of preparedness among our law en-
forcement agencies in Africa seem to be very low. These developments have recently become
one of the most significant setbacks to nation-building process in Africa.

On top of that, globalization has emphasized on investments (Scholte, 2005:167). How-
ever, on the whole, it reinforced the economic marginalization of African economies and their
dependence on a few primary goods for which demand and prices are externally determined.
This has, in turn, accentuated poverty and economic inequality as well as the ability of the
vast number of Africans to participate meaningfully in the social and political life of their
countries. Not only that, but also global actors are pressuring African governments to open up
more and more to maximize foreign investments and capital inflows, and as big multination-
als and local enterprises utilize this environment to cater for their interests, the government is
having less and less room to pay attention to the abject poverty amongst the poor and rich
both in and between countries. The African state will have to be encouraged to pay more at-
tention to the fate of its poor populace than to the fate of big global actors. The big global ac-
tors can talk for themselves with little problem. The issue is, who will talk for the poor people
of Africa. As pointed out Ibrahim (2013:90), it is necessary for African states in these global
times to make the task of poverty eradication an indigenous agenda.

Conclusion

Generally African states are in the predicaments of having to face globalization while at
the same time undergoing the painful process of nation-building in a highly hostile global en-
vironment. The structural and economic weakness of African nations is creating more hard-
ships for African nations in facing these challenges. To overcome these challenges, there is a
need to strengthen African states and their institutions of governance, through socioeconomic,
electoral and bureaucratic reforrddso African countries have to invest in educatiskills
and technological capabilities across the board. Education systems need reforms and illiteracy
has to be tackledn fact, to label globalization in absolute termsedhker a totally positive or
negative phenomenon is a simplistic approach. Ultimately, globalization benefits society at
large in countries that enjoy great degree of political stability, countries, which have in place
adequate infrastructure, equitable social safety nets and in general strong democratic institu-
tions. Experience has shown that globalization requires strong, not weak states. Thus, one of



68 Journal of the Institute for African Studies Ne 1 (50), 2020

the main preconditions to ensure that the benefits of globalization are evenly spread through-
out African nations is good governance, including an efficient and effective public admini-
stration.
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MNOJOXUTEJBHBIE U OTPULIATEJIBHBIE ACITIEKTBI
BO3AEUCTBUA I'VIOBAJIM3ALINA HA TTPOLHECC
HAIIMOHAJIBHOI'O CTPOUTEJBCTBA B A®PUKE
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KABUHA Anekcannep, kKaHaunaT Hayk, Jlenmaprament uctopun YHuBepcuteta CeHT-/[XK0OHC
(Tau3zanwus).

Annomanusn. Cmamus nocésaueHa Uccie008aHuio GIUAHU 2100aIU3aYUU HA NPOYECCbl NOCMpoe-
HUSL HAYUU 8 AQPUKAHCKUX 20Cydapcmeax. Aemop paccmampugaem OUHAMUKY HAYUOHATLHO20 CIMPOU-
menbemea Ha AQpPuKaHCKoM KOHMUHEHME U QHATUUPYem NPOUCXo0siujue 8 Hell U3MEHEeHUsl, CEs3aH-
Hble ¢ uHmencuguxayueli npoyecca enobaruzayuu. Ilpusnasas psao noaoHCUMENbHBIX CIMOPOH IMO20
npoyecca, makux Kax nogvliienue 00CmynHocmu ungopmayuu, obnecuenue KOMMYHUKAYUU, B03MONC-
HOCMb NpUBiIedeHUss BHUMAHUL MUPOBOL 00WeCmBeHHOCMU K (QaKkmam HapyueHus npae uenogexa u
NPOSABNIEHUAM KOPPYRYUU, A MAaKdxice nopodcoaemoe 2iobanrusayueli yeeiuieHue noOmeHyuaila dKoHo-
MUHECKO20 pa36Umus, demop & mo dice epems npedynpexcoaem o6 OnacHOCMAX, KOMopvle Hecem 8
cebe enobanuzayus Kax 0t Kyabmypvl AQPUKAHCKUX CIMPAH, MaK U 015 UX IKOHOMUKU. Ananuzupys
COOMHOUIEHUE NOLONCUMENLHBIX U OMPUYAMETbHBIX CIMOPOH 21100anu3ayuy 0as 20Cy0apcme KOHmu-
HeHma, asmop nPUxXooum K 61800y, Umo 2100anu3ayus omKpvléaem OJis HUX HOGble YHUKATbHbIE 603~
modrcnocmu pasgumusi. OOHAKO 0151 MO20, 4Modbl BOCNOIb308AMbCS FIMUMU BO3MOICHOCMAMU, He Y-
Pamue HAYUOHATbHO2O CYGePeHUmema U HAYUOHAIbHOU UdeHmMUuYHOCmu, cmpansl Appuxu 0onicHb
yoensams NnepeooyepeoHoe GHUMAHUE HAYUOHATLHOMY CMPOUMENbCMEY, DA3GUMUI0 UHCIUYMO8
VAPAGLeHUs U UHBECTUYUAM 8 KYIbMYpPY U 00pazosaniue.
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