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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS TO ARTICLE: 
Kirikova T.N. Education System in the Central African Republic: Overcoming 

the Legacy of Colonialism and the Aftermath of Prolonged Conflicts 
 

APPENDIX 1 
 

Materials from the textbook “HISTOIRE. GÉOGRAPHIE. ÉDUCATION”  
for Grades 5–6 in the Central African Republic. The Two World Wars. P. 126. 
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English Translation: 
 

9. The Two World Wars 
 

Why do we speak about world wars? 
 

Observe and analyze

 
Fig. 1. Map of World War II 

 
Axis Powers: Germany, Italy, Japan 
Map Legend: 
§ Axis powers 
§ Maximum territorial expansion of the Axis 
§ Neutral states 
§ States fighting against the Axis 
§ Battle that halted the Axis expansion 
§ AEF (French Equatorial Africa) 

 
А. Map Analysis 
1. Name the continents you know. 
2. Indicate Germany, France, and Great Britain. 
3. Locate French Equatorial Africa. 
4. Read the legend and identify the neutral countries (those not involved in the war). 

Why, in your opinion? 
5. Identify the zones of major battles. 
 
B. Analysis of Texts About Two Soldiers 
1. Who do these texts describe? 
2. Which army did they serve in? 
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First Officer from Oubangui: Georges Koudoukou (1894–
1942). When French Equatorial Africa (AEF) joined 
General de Gaulle, he participated in forming the 2nd 
March Battalion in Bangui. A street in Bangui bears his 
name,  as  does  the  nation’s  largest  school,  located  on  
Avenue Koudoukou at the 5-kilometer mark. 
 
 
 
 
Dominique Kosseyo (1919–1994), A corporal from 
Oubangui and a Companion of the Order of Liberation 
(Decree of 14 July 1941) for his actions with Free France 
(Chad March Battalions). 

 
 

Objectives and Scope: 
 

Describe the two world wars and emphasize Africa’s participation and contribution to 
these conflicts. 

 
Key Conclusions 

 
Key moments of the World War I 
At the beginning of the 20th century, countries of Europe were torn apart by political, 

economic, and colonial contradictions. They divided into two camps: Germany and Austria-
Hungary on one side, France, Great Britain, and Russia on the other. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

Materials from the textbook “HISTOIRE. GÉOGRAPHIE. ÉDUCATION”  
for Grades 5–6 in the Central African Republic. The Two World Wars. P. 127. 
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English Translation: 
 

1914–1918 – World War I 
1939–1945 – World War II 
 
In 1914, heightened political contradictions led to a war engulfing Europe and its 

colonies.  Each  country  drew  in  its  allies,  transforming  the  conflict  into  a  “world  war”.  In  
1917, the United States entered the war on the side of France and Great Britain. 

France  mobilized  240,000  Africans  from  its  colonies,  known  as  “tirailleurs” (riflemen). 
On African territory, they fought against German troops. Residents of Oubangui helped the 
French regain control of the locality of Nola and the west of the contemporary Central 
African Republic. 

The First World War ended on 11 November 1918. The aftermath was catastrophic: over 
18 million dead, millions wounded among civilians and military personnel. Europe fell into 
decline. 

 
World War II 
Adolf Hitler, leader of Germany, promoted nationalist, fascist, and racist ideas. 
In 1939, Germany began war against France and Great Britain. Each side drew its 

colonies into the “second world war”. German troops occupied Europe. France under 
leadership of Marshal Pétain signed armistice on 22 June 1940. 

General Charles de Gaulle refused to recognize armistice and delivered the “Appeal of 
18 June 1940”. His supporters, participants of Resistance, created “Free French Forces” (FFL) 
and continued struggle against Nazi Germany. 

With support of Félix Éboué, native of Guiana, long-serving administrator in Oubangui-
Chari and governor of Chad, countries of French Equatorial Africa (AEF) joined “Free France” 
in August 1940. 2nd March Battalion of AEF (BM2), formed in Oubangui-Chari, proceeded to 
Chad and Libya to fight Germans. Tirailleurs also participated in battles on territory of 
France. 

Second World War ended on 8 May 1945. Its outcomes were horrifying: 40 to 60 million 
dead. In sign of gratitude to African colonies that supported French Resistance, General de 
Gaulle organized conference in Brazzaville at end of January 1944. This event awakened 
hopes among Africans striving for independence of their countries. 

 
Knowledge Check 
1. What causes provoked the World War I? 
2. Why is this conflict called a “world war”? 
3. What actions did General de Gaulle undertake? 
4. Who facilitated the support of Oubangui residents for General de Gaulle? 
 
Historical Terms 
§ Civilian: A person not in military service. 
§ Military: A person serving in the army. 
§ Nationalist: Supporter of the superiority of their nation, language, and traditions. 
§ Fascist: Adherent of a totalitarian, authoritarian regime with a cult of leadership. 
§ Racist: One who considers their race superior to others. 
§ Armistice: Agreement to cease combat operations. 
§ Resistance Member: Participant in an underground movement against occupiers. 
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§ Nazism: Ideology based on German superiority, racism, and antisemitism (policy of 
Hitler and his supporters). 

§ Independence: Right to self-governance and decision-making without external 
control. 

 
Tasks for the Young Historian 
1. Describe the consequences of the war for the country. Express your opinion. 
2. Mark on the map the route of Battalion BM2 from Bangui to Libya via Chad. 
3. Ask your teacher to read you Léopold Sédar Senghor’s poem “Hosties noires” (“Black 

Victims”), dedicated to the tirailleurs. 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

Materials from the textbook “HISTOIRE. GÉOGRAPHIE. ÉDUCATION”  
for Grades 5–6 in the Central African Republic. Brazzaville Conference. P. 128. 
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English Translation: 
 

10. Brazzaville Conference 
 

What is the Brazzaville Conference? 
 

Observe and analyze 
 
А. Analyze the photo and biographies 

 

 
Fig. 1. Félix Éboué and General de Gaulle 

 
 

Félix Éboué was born in 1884 in Cayenne. After studies in 
France, he became deputy administrator in Madagascar in 
1910,  then  general  secretary  in  Martinique  in  1933,  and  in  
1936, governor of Guadeloupe. In 1938, he was transferred to 
Chad and declared the colony’s adherence to French 
Resistance. General de Gaulle appointed him Governor-General 
of French Equatorial Africa (AEF). Died in 1944 in Egypt. 

 
 
 

Charles de Gaulle was born in 1890 in Lille. The general who 
united the Resistance during World War II, French politician 
(head of provisional government, later—President of the 
Republic). Died in 1970. 
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1. Describe the two men depicted in the foreground. 
2. Are they French? 
3. What do you know about Félix Éboué and General de Gaulle? 

 
 
“France’s goal concerning its colonies consists 
in bringing civilization: this excludes any ideas 
of autonomy, any possibilities of development 
outside the French Empire. 
It is necessary to exclude the very possibility of 
creating autonomous governments, even in the 
distant perspective.” 
 
From the book “Discours et Messages 1940–
1946” by General Charles de Gaulle, ed. Berger-
Levrault. 

 
 

Fig. 2. Final Speech of the Brazzaville Conference. 

 
 

B. Analyze the text (Fig. 2) 
 
1. Who pronounced this speech? 
2. Under what circumstances? 
3. Request explanation of terms complex for you. 
4. What is the goal of France? 

 
Objectives and Scope: 

 
Explain the goals and consequences of the Brazzaville Conference. 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

Materials from the textbook “HISTOIRE. GÉOGRAPHIE. ÉDUCATION”  
for Grades 5–6 in the Central African Republic. Brazzaville Conference. P. 129. 
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English Translation: 
 
1884–1885: Berlin Conference 
1914–1918: World War I 
Adherence of French Equatorial Africa (AEF) to General de Gaulle 
1944: Brazzaville Conference 
1939–1945: World War II 

 
Key Conclusions 

 
Origins of the Conference 

Since 1940 (outbreak of World War II), AEF adhered to the Free France movement, and 
by 1942, other African colonies similarly aligned with its cause. The courage of African 
soldiers on battlefields equaled that of Europeans. Africans and Europeans became equals. 
In Europe, public opinion shifted: growing numbers criticized colonizers and the colonial 
system itself. Before the end of the World War II, General de Gaulle gathered all African 
governors and high-ranking French officials in Brazzaville. He had three goals: 

- Show the world that France remained a great power thanks to its colonies; 
- Acknowledge Africa’s role in the war and urge it to continue fighting until victory; 
- Demonstrate the intention to implement reforms in the colonies, moving toward 

greater autonomy. 
 

Brazzaville Conference  
The Conference took place from 30 January to 8 February 1944. In his opening speech, 

de Gaulle declared that all territories and colonies should receive autonomy, and the French 
constitution should guarantee representation of Africans in France’s parliament. The 
conference work was headed by Governor-General of AEF Félix Éboué, who proposed key 
reforms for Africa: 

- Abolish forced labor; 
- Provide Africans the right to elect deputies representing their interests in Paris; 
- Create local assemblies in each colony (consisting of elected Africans and French) to 

decide budget questions, establish administrative norms, and develop territories. 
 
Outcomes of the Conference  

The conference results did not justify Africans’ expectations: de Gaulle refused to grant 
real autonomy. However, important political changes were achieved: 

- Africans received the right to create political parties; 
- Residents of French colonies were recognized as citizens of France (with same rights 

as Europeans). Indirectly, this became a step toward independence. 
 
Knowledge Check 

1. When took place the Brazzaville Conference? 
2. Who participated in this conference? 
3. What goals pursued General de Gaulle? 
4. What reforms did Africans receive? 

 
Historical Terms 

§ Adhere (to): Share an opinion, unite for a common goal. 
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§ Autonomy: Right to make decisions independently. 
§ Reform: Change directed at improvement. 
§ Independence: See Lesson 9. 

 
 
Tasks for the Young Historian 
 
§ How many years passed between the Brazzaville Conference and the attainment of 

independence by African countries? 
§ Compile a table of advantages and disadvantages of the Conference outcomes 

according to the following criteria: 
- Election of African representatives to organs of power; 
- Creation of political parties by Africans; 
- Autonomy within the colonial system; 
- Integration of African territories into the French Empire; 
- Dependence on France; 
- Preservation by France of the right of final decision-making; 
- Resources from France (financial, material, human). 
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APPENDIX 5 
 

Materials from the textbook “HISTOIRE. GÉOGRAPHIE. ÉDUCATION”  
for Grades 5–6 in the Central African Republic. Heads of State Since Independence. P. 134. 
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English Translation: 
 

13. Heads of State Since Independence 
 

Who are the heads of the Central African Republic? 
 

 
David Dacko Jean-Bédel Bokassa 

/ Bokassa* 
André Kolingba Ange-Félix 

Patassé 
François Bozizé 

 
David Dacko 
(1930–2003) 

Jean-Bédel 
Bokassa 

(1921-1996) 

Bokassa* David Dacko 
(1930–2003) 

André Kolingba 

 
 Coup d'etat 

(1 January 1966) 
Elections  

(September 1979) 
Coup d’etat 

(1 September 
1981) 

Elections 
(21 November 

1986) 
Independence 

since 13 
August 1960 

First Republic Empire  
(4 December 1976 – 
20 September 1979) 

Second Republic Third Republic 

 
* What this means: 
MISCA – International Mission under African Union Leadership for Support in the Central African Republic. 
MINUSCA – Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission of the United Nations in the Central African 

Republic. 
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1. How many political figures did you count? 
2. How many Republics and Empires did you count? 

 
Objectives and Scope: 

 
Learn about various heads of the Central African Republic since independence 

attainment. 
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APPENDIX 6 
 

Materials from the textbook “HISTOIRE. GÉOGRAPHIE. ÉDUCATION”  
for Grades 5–6 in the Central African Republic. Heads of State Since Independence. P. 135. 

 

  



 

17 

English Translation: 
 

 
Michel Djotodia Alexandre-Ferdinand 

N’Guendet 
Catherine  

Samba-Panza 
Faustin-Archange 

Touadéra 
 

 
Legend: 
Coup d’état 
Civil War 
Since December 2013 – various interventions* for peacekeeping 
(United Nations)  
 
 
 
 
 
Elections  
Transitional Period  

 
Historical Terms: 
 
§ Coup d’état — Seizure of state power by a group of persons through unconstitutional 
methods, carried out suddenly with use of force. 
§ Civil War — Period when citizens of one country fight each other. Séléka and Anti-
balaka – popular militias. 
§ Transitional Period — Interim government appointed until free elections are held. 
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Ange-Félix Patassé 
(1937–2011) 

François Bozizé  
(b. 1946) 

Michel Djotodia  
(b. 1949) 

Alexandre-Ferdinand N’Guendet  
(b. 1972) 

Catherine Samba-Panza  
(b. 1954) 

Faustin-Archange Touadéra  
(b. 1957) 

 

 

Elections 
(1993) 

Elections  
(1999) 

Coup d’état  
(15 March 2003) 

Elections (11 June 
2005) 

1st Civil War 
(2004–2007) 

2nd Civil War  
(2011) 

Coup d’état  
(24 March 2013) 

3rd Civil War 
(2013) 

 4th Republic    5th Republic  6th Republic 
 


